The genus Helcococcus comprises catalase-negative, facultatively anaerobic, nonsporulating 33 gram-positive cocci with some phenotypic resemblances to Aerococcus viridans (1, 2 has been described from different animals but never from humans (3, 6-11). H. sueciensis has 37 been isolated only in humans from two wound infections and one bacteremia (4, 5). H. 38 seattlensis has been isolated once in blood from a patient suffering from urosepsis (5). A fifth 39 species involved in a unique human case of prosthetic joint infection, "Helcococcus 40 pyogenes", was proposed but its name has not been validated yet (12).
41
As part of the human skin flora, H. kunzii is primarily recovered from infected wounds of 42 lower limbs, particularly foot ulcers with cellulitis in diabetic patients (1, 5, (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) . It has also 43 been found in cultures of skin/soft tissue abscesses (1, 6, 16, 18, 19 
